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AN EXPOSITION 


„ > V4 
By RICHARD BROTHERS, 


_ THE DESCENDANT OH DAVID KING OF ISRAEL, 


Who will be re _ to the H:brews as their Prince. 


8 I know there 4 1587 0 of all ſects and denomi- 
nations, to whom God Tk given the light of his 
bleſſed Spirit as well as to Wytelf I would not have it 
underſtood, that from my being more eminently diſtin- 
Suiſhed and more conſtantly communicated with at 
preſent than any of them, I aſſume the leaſt pretence of 
monopolizing all knowledge of the Seripture and of 


the preſent times; far, very far from me is every ſuch 


proud thought: neither do I arrogate to myſelf the 
ſmalleſt liberty to cenſure any one, though not of 'the 
preceding deſcription, for the agreeable exerciſe of at- 
tempting to unveil the divine prophecies, and open 


their ſacred myſteries to human admiration ; when, to 


prevent the erroneous conſequences of an improper 
faith, that opinion, however eccleſiaſtically dignified the 


writer, which at moſt is hut an opinion of their mean- 
B ing, 
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ing, is ſubjoined as the only influencing princieys that 
reſults after ſerious" inveſtigation. - 

For I am aware, that when the FE WEIS hw been 
enlarged, and ſo elevated as to command a wide range of 
conjecture on divine things, which by cloſe applica- 
tion to ſtudy may ſoon be attained, it is capable, with 
this ſuperficial acquaintance only, to advance thought, 
the common operation of the mind, for an eſtabliſhed 


7 fact, and the moſt poſitive aſſertions, that ſuch and ſuch 


an expoſition, more- juſtly denominated hypotheſis, is 
incontrovertibly true: forgetting the neceſſary qualifi- 
cation of -God's Spirit to dire& the enquiry, to approve 
the reſult, and to publiſh it in his name. 

On which account I re-aflert frgm my "books of Re- 
vealed-Knowledge, that as it was by the Holy Ghoſt, 
through man, all divine prophecy has ever been wrote, 
by the ſame: Holy Ghoſt, through man, all divine pro- 
phecy can only be expounded: ſuperficial wiſdom may 
think otherwiſe, may attempt it, and be amuſed ;; but 
experience will demonſtrate, that it is by the Spirit 
only it can ſucceed and be gratified : the former is of 
the earth, purchaſed by the hard ſtudy of man; but 
the latter 1s from heaven, the free gift of GOD. 
Therefore, being inſtructed by rgvelation, having 
the Holy Ghoſt, and eommanded to write, I proceed 
in obedience for the benefit of all men; at the ſame 
time earneſtly recommending a cloſe but candid ex- 
amination ; and as earneſtly requeſting the reader, if 
he ſhould be convinced that I am right, to give. GOD 
the Pu for Py OY bys underſtanding: . 
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4 THE onivy IN THE TRINITY, 
| i on, rk 
THE TRINITY OF. THE UNITY., 
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Is 60D THE FATHER, ha is the RIES of 
all things, is acknowledged and prayed to, ſaying, 
„Our Father, which art in heaven; hallowed be thy 


name; thy kingdom come, &c. 
2. GOD THE SON, who was Chriſt 8 


for human ſalvation, is acknowledged, and is therefore 


very properly called Our Saviour. | 
3. GOD THE HOLY GHOST is hat powerful 


Spirit which ſpeaks through a man now, the ſame as 


it ſpoke through the apoſtles on the day of Pentecoſt, 
and afterwards, through them, preached the goſpel to all 


nations; is acknowledged, and is therefore alſo very 
: N called the 8 Divine x Spiri of Truth,” 4 


Nor THREE GODS, BUT ON E GOD. | 
"This, 4s "the public confeſſion antral ſanctioned 


| by law and uſage. in all countries, where the inhabi- 
tants, though divided into many ſects, profeſs Chriſti- 


anity : to recover it from the diſorders of error, under 


which it now lies ſhaded by miſtaken hands, and to 
define its true meaning ſo intelligibly clear, that the 
- wiſe may acknowledge, and the pooreſt i in learning may 
_eafily comprehend it, is the PP, of he ſubſequent 


Fi ; expoſition. 


-B:2 | But 
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1 ES. 
1 But how GOD THE FATHER could have been 
| transformed and appear viſibly in the world as the 
| Son ; the Son again transformed and diſappear from 
| 
| 


the world, inviſibly as the Holy Ghoſt, is, I confeſs, fo 
abſtruſe a myſtery to elucidate and eſtabliſh, as to re- 
| quire a depth of underſtanding conſiderably beyond 
| ſuperficial, to accommodate the ſeeming impoſſibility 
| of its having been really fo, with my aſfertion that it 
JJ moſt certainly was. 
Without arraigning the intention of Adkins for 
141 politically attaching the penalty of everlaſting puniſh- 
ment on all that did not concur in an implicit belief 
| of his artificial form to direct ſucceeding generations 
| to worſhip by, I declare his knowledge of the Supreme 
| | | Being, and of divine writ, did not reach any way near 
| | i 8 to the criterion of St. Paul's, who wrote according to 
| 2 the Spirit, but not the letter: under this great, though 
"hh inſ enſible „defect of comprehe nſion he laboured, when, 
111 like many others, entirely governed by the letter of 
11 Scripture, and bewildered in the wide field of ſpecula- 
| | tive reaſoning on the Trinity, at one ſtroke of unexam- . 
pled boldneſs he cleft the one God into three ſeparate 
perſons, and gave his name to a creed, that for fimili- 
tude of conſtruction, inefficiency of falvation, and now 
durability of time, may juſtly vie with the n 
Tower of Babel. 
The TRIN ITY ; about which the learned in all 
nations have wrote ſo many volumes, and have diſput- 
ed ſo much to no purpole, that their ſcholars, as a proof 
ot it, are at this day no farther advanced in the philo- 
1 ä | fophical 


| hag 


1 
91 ſophical ſcience of underſtanding this very Wendel 
myſtery, than when they firſt began almoſt ſeventeen 
hundred years ago; is conſtituted by a diſtinction of 
names, but not a diviſion of perſons 

Now the diſtinctions are theſe :—firſt—GOD as our 
Creator, is called in the Trinity, by the name of Our 
FATHER : ſecondly—GOD himſelf manifeſted him- 
ſelf as Chriſt, chuſing to come viſibly into the world, 


through the womb of a virgin, to become himſelf 


our Sayiour ; and is therefore diſtinguiſhed in the Tri- 
nity, by the name of Son. In this form he appeared 
to Abraham, 14th chapter of Genefis, when, to con- 
ceal the great luſtre of his divinity, he aſſumed the 
exact likeneſs of a man, under the myſterious cha- 
rafter of Melchiſedeꝶ, king of Salem. — This is like- 
wiſe corroborated by St, Paul in the ſeventh chapter 
of his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and of-whom he teſ- 
tifies“ To be without father, without mother, and 
« without deſcent ; having neither beginning of days, 
„ nor end of life.” Thirdly—the Divine Spirit, ſtill 
the Almighty God himſelf, condeſcends to teach and 
reſide in man; gives his inclination a preponderance 
to all good works; to hear his word, to obey his 
ſcriptures, and faith to believe they originate from 
him ; is diſtinguiſhed in the Trinity of names as the 
Holy Ghoſt. 
This being the age or rather the year to accom- 
plich the three remarkable prophecies of ST. Joux, 
DANIEL, and Is Al An, not leſs remarkable for being 
r 1 8 in the twelfth chapter of each, 
when 


. 
when the conſequences of tranſgreſſion will be pro- 
claimed by terrible ſigns from heaven, to warn and 
prepare the Chriſtians now for the approaching xix d- 


' DOM OF CHRIST, like the Hebrews of old for the 


law; it is neceſlary, prior to that time, the better to 
elucidate the ſubject I am treating of, to mention 
ſome few inftances of divine appearance under human 
ſimilitude: for when I am revealed, ſo far from any 
impropriety of doubt being advanced to oppoſe what 
I now write, that it will be acknowledged, though 
through me, to have flowed immediately from God ; 
and as ſuch, implicit faith given to it. 

In the eighteenth chapter of Geneſis, which ac- 
count forms a part of the ſacred hiſtory, it is expreſs- 
ly declared, that ABRAHAM, one day about noon, 
was viſited by THREE ANGELS, Who, under the like- 
neſs of three men, apparently, and without the leaſt 
diſguiſe, freely eat of his meat and drank of milk. 
And again, in the ſucceeding chapter it is likewiſe 
'expreſsly declared, that the Two Ax ILS, which, by 
God's appointment with ABRAnam the day before, 
came to call down fire on Sodom, viſited Lor one 
evening, under the exact fimilitude of two ſtrange 
men; for he calls them as ſuch in the eighth verſe ; 
that the towns-people-imagined them to be men, and 
not leſs flagrantly wicked than themſelves, is evident, 
from the record of Scripture,” and the dreadful cata- 
Pres ah which took place tags en, che next morn- 
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In the oth ciſdivs of- & John" it is mentioned, 
that when the diſciples of Chriſt were aſſembled toge- 
ther, 
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ther, one evening, in one room, ſitting down at one 
table, with the doors all ſhut, un, in an inſtant, ap- 
peared among them in the very ſame form, body and 


feeling parts as ever. And again, in the z⁊ꝗ4th chap- 
ter of St. Luke it is alſo mentioned, that CHRIST, 


in his uſual ſimilitude of perſon and manners to man, 
ſoon after his reſurrection, appeared to two of his diſ- 
ciples travelling on the road to Emmaus, where 
when they arrived, he accompanied them to a houſe, 
took bread, bleſſed it, broke it, gave it to them, and 
inſtantaneouſly vaniſhed out of their ſight. 

As angels, though in appearance human, are moſt 
certainly celeſtial, and as CHRIST, though he ſuffer- 
ed the rigours of torture under the form of and like 
a man, could become viſible and inviſible as he pleaſ- 
ed, it cannot, I think, well be denied this MeL cur- 
SEDEK, KING OF SALEM, though apparently a man 
compoſed of fleſh and blood, was not the Lord, the 
living Gop, None, I hope, that admit the exiſtence 
of a Deity, or the veracity of St. Paul. F or the Al- 
mighty, who has created all things by his power, can 
ſurely, by the ſtrength of that power, alſo transform 


himſelf, and appear at any time, by night or by day, 


to any perſon, in the form of any man, whether old 
or young ; he can, by the ſame mighty power, make 
his angels appear both diſtinguiſhably plain, as celeſ- 
tial beings, and feelingly viſible in form and colour, 
like earthly. 


St. Paul, in recommending the benevolent virtues 
of charity, 2 1 For e ye may entertain 


angels unawares,' 10 
\_ . bad 
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- Had ABRAnam been of an oppoſite diſpoſition to 
hoſpitality and good nature, ſo far from inviting the 


three angels to reſt, eat and drink in his tent, 


he would have dreaded their approach to intend 4 
conſumption of his ſubſtance, and as ſuch, have beat 
them away with his numerous herdſmen : for which 


violation of human duty he would have loſt the di- 


vine promiſe of filling the world at laſt with his de- 
ſcendants. Had Lor alſo, the nephew of the pre- 

ceding patriarch, been any other than a charitable 
compaſſionate man, ſo far would he have been like - 
wiſe from inviting the two meſſengers of God into 
his houſe, that he would have ſuffered them to lie in 
the ſtreet all night, and by ſo doing, have periſhed 
with his wife and daughters f in the flames of that 
Wn oy: w 


Tux ExPos1TION CONTINUED. . _ 1 
GOD, in the Trinity, is worſhipped as the FA- 
THER : Gop was ſeen on the earth as the Sow ; and 
Gov is the Spirit felt in man, as the Hol GuosT. 
It is for this reaſon, and no other, that CHRIST, when 
ſtrictly commanding the diſciples, in the 29th chapter 
of St. Matthew, to teach all nations of people in the 
knowledge of what he had before inſtructed them, 7 
diſtinguiſhes GOD by the three names of FATHER, 
SON and HOLY GHOST: theſe are the three diſ- 
tinctive terms applied to the one GOD, whether 
viſible or inviſible, which all Chriſtians, to be 
Juſtly denominated ſuch, ought to know, and by the. 


on of the Spirit feelingly confeſs. 8 
For 


4 


626150 

Boy there 18 but one Gon, though acknowledg- 
ed by three different ways; neither is there but that 
one perſon, though called by three different names. 

| But when the clergy, from an imprudent warmth of 
E . zeal, more than, I believe, from a defign of intro- 
h ducing the flood of | ſchiſm and the conſequent 
c church revolutions which have followed, to ſuppont 
* their own partial opinions, began to ſplit the Chriſ- 
— tian religion and afterwards divide it into many ſects, 
2 this primitive meaning of the Trinity was rejected by 
5 degrees, to be alſo ſplit in pieces. 

> Though God is denominated FATHER, Sow. and 
* 

1 


Hol v GnosT, he 4s but one great, powerful and 
univerſal Spirit, that pervades every department and 
corner of the world; that alſo at the ſame inſtant of 
time ſhakes the elements in anger with his thunder, 
and mildly communicates knowledge to man; wor- 
ſhipped as the FATHER, ſeen on earth as the Son 
for our redemption, and felt in all ages operating as 
the HoLy GnosrT. ; 

So then Gop is not three gods, but one Gop; not 
three ſpirits, ſeparate, or each diſtinctly confined, 
but one Spirit, intire and unbounded : he is not three 
perſons, for then he muſt be divided into three un-- 
equal parts, the Son inferior to the Father, and the 

Holy Ghoſt inferior to the Son: but he is one undi- 
vided God, diſtinguiſhed ny by three ſeparate 
names | 

This is indeed a true definition of the three diſtine- 
tive appellations addreſſed to one Gop ; not generally 
underſtood, though very properly, and agreeable to 
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111201 
tlie goſpel, comprehended under the word Trinity; 


now, and not until now, rendered intelligible to even 
the capacity of a youth: but impoſſible to define it 
ſo judiciouſly plain by any man, however great his 


reputation in the ſciences or deep learning in theory 
may be, that has not the Wonderful Counſellor to 


wt him, Chriſt the divine Nn that firſt gave 


it. 

0 it is neceſſary to preſs into the bounds of my 
en all convenient evidence to juſtify what I 
write, I will mention the ſolemn charge of our Lord to 
his Apoſtles in the 28th chapter of St. Matthew and 
19th verſe, which is as follows,—** Go ye therefore 
« and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 


% of the FATHER, and of the Son, and of the Hory 


« GrosT; teaching them to obſerve all things what- 
« ſoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with 
* you always even to the end of the world.” 

Who is this that promiſes to remain with his diſ- 
ciples, and of courſe through them with all his ſer- 
vants to the end of the world? CHRIST, as a ſpirit, 


changed only in name to that of the Hor Gnosr! 


Who was CaR1sT before and after he did appear in 
the world? Undoubtedly Gop, as he fays himſelf, 


who is the Father of us all. 


There being mentioned from the firſt chapter of 


Geneſis to the laſt of Revelation but one Gop, who 


had no commencement of life, nor will have any ter- 


mination of it: for at the word of his command this 
| ya world and Ts appeared: with the ſame 


L 449, De fot he. word 
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word of power, the former will vaniſh and the latter 
ſink into everlaſting darkneſs: which one Gop was 
manifeſted/openly.at Jeruſalem for the laſt time, un- 
der the name of Jeſus, ſeventeen hundred andi ſixty- 
two years ago; from this appearance for the ſalvation 
of mankind, and three diſtinctive names being ap- 
plied to him, a predominant opinion is ſanctioned in 


all countries profeſſing the goſpel, that the one Gop 


is divided into three perſons; on which account, to 
demonſtrate beyond all probability that CxRIsT! is 
Gop, that he ever was and ever will be fo, without 
ſeparation of parts or diſtinction of power, (for a tri- 
nity of perſons would, in contradiction to the moſt 
refined caſuiſtical reaſoning, conſtitute a trinity of 
gods), I will corroborate, for the benefit of my readers, 
what I have advanced in the preceding part of this 
work. with the following illuſtrations, ſupported by 
the n. veracity of divine writ. 


0. 


Tze | Teſtimony of Tjaiah that Chriſt was God. 


th chap. 6 ver. For unto us a child is born, unto 


— 


« usa ſon is given; and the government ſhall be on 
« his ſhoulder ; - and his name ſhall be called Wox- 


© DERFUL COUNSELLER, the MicurTy Gop, the 
60 * EVERLASTING FATHER, the Prixce of PEAcs.” 


- "The. Te ftumony of St. Matthew. 
"ik, chap. 23d. vers. 5 Behold a virgin ſhall be with 


14 child, . and ſhall bring forth a ſon; and they ſhall 
1 call his name EMANUEL, which being interpreted 


is Gop wyru . o 
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91 The Teftimony of St. n. 

urch vt ver. * In the beginning was the Ward, 
and the Word was with Gon, and the Won: was 
Go. zd ver. Alt things were made by him, and 
«without him was not any thing made that was made. 
m him was life, and the life was the light of men; 
And the light ſhone in darkneſs, but the darkneſs 
<comprehended it not. roth ver. He was in the world, 
and the world was made by him: but the world 
knew him not, He came to his own, (meaning the 
tes) but his own received him not: but as many 
Aas received him, to them gave he power to become 
the fons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name. x4th- ver. And the Won p was made fleſh, 
and dwelt among us.” 

20th ch. 27th ver. Then lays. he to Thomas, 
er reach hither- thy finger, and behold: my hands; 
* and reach hither thy hand, and thruſt it into my 
„ fide; and be not faithleſs but believing. And 
„Thomas anſwered and faid' to him, TY LAT and 
% my God.” | 

* * eftimony of” St, Paul, in his iu Ep, the to Tino- 
zd chap. 16th ver. FET without ci” 
* great is the myſtery of godlinefs : God was mani- 
« feſt in the fleſh.” 

Who now will deny that Chriſt viſibly was not 
 Govy'the Farns; when clearly demonſtrated by 
reaſon and proof? And that he is not the fame at this 
inſtant, as when fpeaking by St. Paul alternately 
under the diſtinguiſhable names of God, Holy Ghoſt 


and 


LJ 
% 


e% AQ NN % © kv. v @!' o 


© 2 7 


55 ( 15 ) 
and the Spirit, when he himſelf ſays to Philip, in the 


14th chapter and gth verſe of St. John, . He that 
hath | ſeen» me, hath ſeen the Father.” And again, 


in the facceeding 17th and 18th verſes, where he 
fays, Even the Spirit of Truth, whom the warld 
cannot receive, becauſe it fees him not, neither knows 


him; but ye know: him, for he dwells with you, {ak 
luding to himſelf) and: ſhalk be in you. till alluding. 7s 
himſelf). I will not leave you comfortleſs, I will come 


to you.” And ſtill again, St. Paul likewiſe ſays in 


the 3d chapter and x7th. verſe of his Second Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, Now the Lord is that Spirit. 
- Surely words to clucidate fact, with proofs to; cor- 


Foborate it, cannot be plainer ; therefore not to be- 


eve them, is evidently to oppoſe the ſight of the 


eye, and to repel the conviction of the a 


All men that have Chriſt, who is, the Divine Spirit, 
are, and as St. Paul likewiſe ſays in the 8th chapter 
and 14th verſe of his Epiſtle to the Romans, „The 
ſons of God; by the ſame example every woman is 
a daughter, The influence of this bleſſed Spirit is 
known by its good effects, which are, gentleneſs, 
love and charity. | 

Reader, whoever you are, whether male or female, 
of whatever rank or denomination, have you ever felt 
in your heart a pleaſing fecret applauſe for doing good, 


or a tharp keen reproach from the ſame place, for 


doing evil? If you have, for there are very few in 
Exiſtence arrived to the age of maturity which have 
not, that internal monitor is, indeed, Jeſus Chriſt 


the friendly Spirit of the living GOD. 


* 


Solomon, 


| 


— b PA SY - 
on » - mug = 
— — — 2 — 


— — 
- — 


— —˙·Ä———.˖ 7. 


16 ) 

510 Solomon, king 'of Mts whoſe wonderful under- 
ſtanding embraced a comprehenſion of all things vi- 
ſible to tlie mind and apparent to the eye, could not, 
with all his ſu perior wiſdom, attain to a more perfect 
knowledge of the myſtery of God than is defined in 
this ſmall work: the prophets, under the law, teſti- 
fied of it to the Jews, and the apoſtles, under the 
Goſpel, preached it to all nations. 

Who then, ſummoning truth, reaſon and honour 
to be judges, for J admit all men are not ſpiritual to 
immediately diſcern, can juſtly deny that this expoſition 
of the Trinity, though ſimple in the arrangement of 
words, is not incontrovertibly clear in the choice of 
proofs; though externally contracted to the eye, is not 
internally expanded to the mind; and that the whole 
does not evidently breathe more than human informa- 
tion, enlightened wiſdom in every line? 
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Fienzx Map-Hovst, IsLINGTON, 
goth of the Month, called Fune, 1795. 
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Bluſh, 0 England! Poſterity will be aſtoniſhed 
that. a nation ſo renowned for learned and liberal men 
ſhould compel the God of heaven, in his ſervant, to 
enlighten the world from a Map-Houss ß! 
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A r e | | 
Of che XIIth Chapter of DANIEL : bis 


By RICHARD BRO THERS, 
The. deſcendant of David, King of Iſrael, | 
Who will be revealed to the Hebrews as their Prince. 


1. © And at that time ſhall Michael ſtand up, the 
6.0 prince that ſtands for the children of thy peo- 
ple, and there ſhall be a time of trouble, ſuch as never 
was ſince there was a nation, even to that ſame time: 
and at that time thy people ſhall be delivered (mean- 
ing the Jews) every one that ſhall be found written 
in the book.” 

4. But thou, O Daniel, ſhut up the words and 
ſeal the book, even to the time of the end : many 
ſhall run to and fro, and knowledge ſhall be increaſ- 
. 

6. And one ſaid to the man clothed in linen, 
who ſtood on the waters of the river, How long mall 


it be to the end of theſe wonders?“ 


7. And I heard the man clothed in linen, who 
ſtood on the waters of the river, when he held up his 
right hand and his left unto heaven, and ſware by 


him that lives for ever, that it ſhall be for a time 


times —and half an half.” 

This laſt viſion of Daniel's, with which his pro- 
phecy is concluded, and in which one angel anſwers 
the other, that he may be informed to write down 


N when, in the latter days, the long- mind Prince 


of 


(18 ] 

of the Jews would be revealed to order their depar- 
ture from all nations in a time of trouble and great 
diſtreſs, is, according to the record of the loth 
chapter, dated in the third year of Cyrus“ S reign, 
and conſequently four hundred and eighty years be- 
fore the birth of Chriſt : to diſcover then exactly the 
year of our æra, when this aſtoniſhing maniteſtation 
of divine power will appear for the collection of the 
fcattered Hebrews, termed holy people, for being the 
covenanted favourites of heaven, as the ſeventh verſe 
of this chapter expreſsly aſſerts, let us ſubtract 480 
from 227 5, and the * required will be the preſent 
of 1795. _ 

The number of years comprehended under 

the myſterious diſtinctions of time times 


Sand half an half 2756 
From the third year of Cyrus to the birth of Us 
Chriſt = - - - 480 


The year of our Lord when the Jews will have —— 
their Prince revealed to them, myſteriouſly 
concealed under the name of Michael in 


this chapter 1795 
This ſtatement, though mueticunticely proved, 


and ſufficient to convince the ſpiritual, for certainly 
it is a true one; yet, as all men are not fo, and as 
there are ſome which will, I admit not unreaſonably, 
have their doubts, I will endeavour to remove them 
by the production of a more ſtriking teſtimony to 
corroborate what I thus alone, under Revealed Know- 
ledge, boldly and juſtly advance; it is in a preceding 


viſion of the 8th raptor; where two thouſand three- 
* f hun- 


PEI] 
hundred years are mentioned, the ſpace of time from 
the third year of Belſhazzar's reign to the com- 

mencement of Jeruſalem's being rebuilt in the latter 
days, i. e. to the year of 1798, by which year the 
Jews will be all completely reſtored. 
« | Years. 
From the time of firſt ſhewing the viſion to 
| its being fulfilled - — — = 2300 
From the third year of Belſhazzar to the birth 
N — „e 


The year by which the Jews will be all reſ- 
tored, and Jeruſalem begun to be rebuilt - 1798 


As the Jews are all to be reſtored by the year juſt 
mentioned, it is no more than an admiſſion agreeable 
to ſound reaſon, that the annunciation of their recall 
to divine favour, allowing them a moderate time to 
arrange their affairs, and return from the different f g 
countries of the world, muſt take place about two q 
years before. 
In the 7th verſe of the twelfth e there is a 
ſmall error, by an omiſſion of one word, which 1 
makes it appear contradictory to the viſion in the 4 
eighth chapter: the omitted word I allude to ſhould * 
be: comprehended in the ſentence that terminates 
thus, and an half.” Now, the exact form of 
words given to Daniel, and wrote down immediately _ 
by him were, „and half an half.” The word half 
was omitted by miſtake in tranſcribing from the ori- 
ginal manuſcript, and by it makes the material dif- 
nt !.. 


ä ——— — — p —— — — — 
” 


n * 


ference, in computation only, without injuring any 


other way the appointed time and, fulfilment - of the 


* prophecy, of one hundred and ſeventy-five. years: 
this knowledge, I confeſs, was communicated to me 


by revelation from God, in'the very ſame manner as 
Daniel himſelf received it from the angel. And how 
elſe, it may very naturally be aſked by every man of 
ſenſe, can. this information be acquired, when a moſt 
eſſential word is omitted to complete the ſentence in 
print, and when the angel in poſitive terms denies 
the explanation as unneceſſary to be told then, to even 
one of the moſt eminently beloved prophets that ever 
was? faying to him, „Go thy way, Daniel; for the 
words are cloſed and ſealed up, till the time of 
waned 

A denial more immediate to ſtifle curioſity and pro- 
hibit inquiry is no where to be found in the numerous 
prophecies of the Old Teſtament ; words wrote in 
Engliſh certainly eannot be plainer, nor rendered by 
art more eaſy to be underſtood : for which, all the 
attempts of men, aided by the power of learning and 
approved diſtinctions in theology, that have been 
made to open this ſpiritual ſeal, and diſcover the in- 
cloſed myſtery, until the preſent ſpecified time was 
arrived, have been utterly ineffectual, and proves to an 
undeniable fat, that although volumes have been 
wrote on the ſubject of its elucidation, they that wrote 


them were neither called through viſions, nor in- 


ſtructed by the Holy Ghoſt ; but they were all evi- 
dently miſled, by ſtriving to open, before the fixed 


time of 2275 years was * what God, by his 
It. — | angel 


of © be 

angel declared ſhould be kept ſhut. Read again be 
th verſe. | | | 

Therefore, in the lake manner as this ſealed en 
was delivered to Daniel, to be kept a profound ſetret 
from the third year of Cyrus to the preſent of our 
Lord, though deſcriptively recorded as a part of the 
Bible, to be read by every body; in the ſame manner 
alſo by Revelation, a knowledge of its true meaning 
muſt in the end, at the promiſed time, be communi- 
cated to ſome other ; but until then, I repeat it from 
the words of the angel in the ninth verſe, human ef- 
forts without divine aid will prove vain and uſeleſs. 

That ſome few words have been miſplaced, and 
others omitted through inattention, when copying the - 
ſacred writings from their original form, is evident to 
every man that has been at the pains to ſeriouſly read 
and compare one part of them with another; but as 
I fo authoritatively point out what no man elſe at pre- 
ſent is taught to do, it is no more than reaſonable to 
mention for the readers inveſtigation, that the former 
proof may be ſtill more illuſtrated by the corroborative 
evidence of the latter, an error undeniably clearer to 
human calculation and belief than the one I have no- 
ticed already: it is in the 1ſt chapter of Ezekiel, 
where the word th:rt:e7h, in his chronological account 
of his own captivity, is ſubſtituted for thirteenth; 
more remarkable for its introduction in the firſt verſe, 
and that through inattention alſo in the hurry of 
tranſcribing from the original, than the omiſſion of the 
former was by the fame means in the 12th chapel of 


Daniel. | | 1 DFE 
D 2 The 
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The number of years Jehoiakim reigned in all 11 
In the third year of his reign Nebuchadnezzar firſt 
took Jeruſalem, and carried with him into cap- 

_ tivity Ezekiel and Daniel: a particular account 
of which is in the firſt chapter of the latter 


— 9 
8 


The number of years Jehoiakim was in captivity 


when Ezekiel began to write his prophecy - 5 


2— 


Proved incontrovertibly that the word ſhould have 
been printed thirteenth, inſtead of what it now is 
in the Engliſh Bible, #birteth - = = 13 


Ezekiel throughout his prophecy, after the 1ſt verſe 
of the 1ſt chapter, dates the different parts of it regularly 
from the firſt year of Jehoiakim's captivity. The Jewiſh 
government being monarchical, it is but juſt to ſuppoſe, 
without even the more ſure aid of divine information, 
that when the king was. removed, to and from whom | 
thelineageof David is reckoned, and the kingdom made 
a tributary province to Babylon, but that the decreed 
captivity of ſeventy years immediately commenced ; 
Jeremiah the prophet, to whom Daniel refers in his 
ninth chapter, underſtood ſo likewiſe, by expreſſing it 


in his conſolatory letter to the poor captives of every 


denomination that were carried away with the king: 
Chapter the 29th, 24 and 1oth verſes: but com- 
mentators, as if to exhibit on purpoſe to after ages that 
they were miſguided, unſpiritual and erroneous, have 


aſſerted, ſome, that the ſeventy years captivity began 


in the third year of Jehoiakim's reign, when Jeruſa- 
"Is lem 


( 23 ) 
lem was firſt taken by Nebuchadnezzar, and Daniel 
carriedto Babylon ; others again oppoſe them, by ad- 
vancing the plauſible reaſon, that as the capital, the 
head of every nation, was left whole and the temple 
ſtanding, it could not poſſibly take place then ; but 
that when the temple was burnt—the walls thrown 
down—and the city levelled with the ground, it moſt 
unqueſtionably did : both parties, however, notwith- 
ſtanding their velumes and arguments, are, by an 
evident demonſtration of facts, miſtaken ; this I ab- 
ſolutely aſſert, not only from a ſource of knowledge 
above human, but Ideclare, if the liberal minded will but 
confeſs, agreeable to the fight of the eye and conviction 
of the heart, it is alſo fully proved by a regular pro- 
ceſs of figures in the narrow ſpace of this paper ; yes, 
I reaſfſert it, even to the comprehenſion of a youth 
that has juſt paſſed through his firſt academic degrees 
of arithmetic. | 

Having lately publiſhed two books of Revealed 
Knowledge, by the direction of that Almighty Crea- 


tor, who made the world in wiſdom, and orders the - 


accompliſhment of all things in it with juſtice, in both 
of which I have faid, that ſome families, though 
very long reſidents on this far northern part of the 
globe, were members of the twelve tribes of Iſrael : 
but to regulate the judgment by apparent circum- 
ſtances, which are always the moſt powerful conſi- 
derations to bias the human mind, I am certainly 
liable to be contradicted, not only on account of my 


own immediate confinement by their ſanction, but 
alſo by their having loſt all remembrance, either by _ 
tra- 


\ 


8 


tradition or genealogical manuſcript, of ſuch a dif- 


tinctive origin; and again, becauſe they are diffe- 


rent in dreſs— manners —and religious ceremonies 


from the viſible Jews: it is therefore proper, as 


the ſource of my information is not believed to be 
from God, that I illuſtrate my obedience to his com- 
mands, by demonſtrating, at leaſt to an appearance of 


uncontradictory truth, until I am revealed to do away 
all doubt, that there are many families of Hebrew 
extraction in this kingdom, as well as in different 


parts of Europe. 


As my inveſtigation does not attempt more than to 


elucidate what I have aſſerted, and eſtabliſh it under 
the free admiſſion of probability, I will confine it to 


the compact bounds of the following ſimple queſtions. 

What became of all the Iſraelites that were either 
carried into captivity at different times by the Aſſy- 
rians, or, invited by the hopes of gain, travelled into 
foreign countries to communicate a knowledge of the 
arts and ſciences, which they, as a regular and civi- 
lized people, were undoubtedly, to a degree of refine- 
ment, better acquainted with than any other? It can- 
not be ſuppoſed, for a moment, that the conquerors, 


though haughty, wantonly put to death their 


ſubmiſſive captives, nor that the barbarians, though 
fierce, repelled the induſtrious who came for their 


| inſtruction ; but it is reaſonably to be admitted, whe- 


ther captives or travellers, that for their ſuperior un- 
derſtanding in tillage—mechaniſm—and literature, 
they obtained favour, ſettlements, wealth, and con- 
ſequently power: from them, after captivities and 
travels, 


e 
travels, have proceeded kings, princes, men of ſei- 
ence and ſenators, ſome of whom, at this day, as 
an infallible proof ſoon to be verified, are the moſt 
eminently diſtinguiſhed characters in the world. 
What became of the great multitude alſo that 
Chriſt and his apoſtles converted to Chriſtianity; for 
they were certainly Jews, and the people that are now 
remembered under the diſtinction of primitive Chriſ- 
tians? From the many perſecutions that took place 
ſoon after the preaching of the Goſpel became gene- 
ral in the land of Judah, ſome traveiled into the more 
peaceable countries of Greece, Italy, Spain, and even 
farther northward, to paſs their time more tranquilly, 
and enjoy that freedom of worſhip, which they were 
denied in their own ; others went into Aſſyria, Egypt, 
and the north-weſtern parts of Africa; but the greater 
number, rather than leave the city of their forefa- 
. thers, where the favourite temple of worſhip ſtood, 
though warned by divine judgment in the 24th chap- 
ter of St. Matthew, remained to ſee it deſtroyed, and 
themſelves led in chains to Rome, where they were 
fold, and afterwards diſperſed by their new maſters 
throughout the different nations of Europe. 

Where are the numerous children of the former, 
but more particularly of the latter people at this day, 
who, by their fathers receiving Chriſt, and acknow- 
ledging his falvation, have inherited the conſtant, 
though invifible covenant of life? Undoubtedly they 
are concealed among the Gentiles, and are apparently 
as ſuch ; ſome of whom are now, multitudes will be 
ſoon, recoguized ta be of Hebrew extraction, that 
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they and their children may live for ever ; that they 


may receive the Lord's manifeſted bleſſing and full- 


neſs of promiſe, as recorded by the prophets. 
Agreeable to the queſtions I have. advanced, and 


the definitions I have given of them, I truſt the libe- 


ral and candid will allow that there are, not only ma- 
ny families of Hebrew origin in this country, but 
that there is a ſtrong probability of thoſe few I have 
mentioned to be actually ſo. One gentleman, and but 
the one I found; (why ſhould I, poſſeſſing the ſupe- 
rior knowledge of futurity that I do, conceal his 
name,when he is to be ultimately honoured by having 


it known ?) it isa Mr. Pitt, who, with all that civility 


and candour ever attendant on probity and good 


Fnle, confeſſed, that on his minutely examining the 


features of thoſe I mentioned, a firm belief perſuaded 
him to think they were really of the Hebrews. 

I will advance one queſtion more, and then con- 
clude. Is it leſs honourable at this day, when the 
judgment is more perfect by the inſtructive experi- 
ence of paſt generations, to acknowledge a deſcent 
from Abraham the faithful, than from che itinerant 
Egyptians. of Ham, or the ſavage tribes of Japheth? 
That the firſt is not the leaſt honourable, when evin- 
ced by the direct word of God, and proved by his ſa- 
cred records handed down through many ages, will, 
[ believe, be allowed by every Chriſtian : I do not 
infer, by making this diſtinction, to reflect in the 


| leaſt on the other two; for every man that ſpeaks 


truth from his heart, and honours God in the juſtice. 
of his actions, is my brother; but it is to wipe away 


(C ) 
that conception of reproach, which is uncharitably 
attached to the once —and will be again, particular 
favourites of heaven. 

SGeneſis, chapter the 12th. Now the Lord had 

faid- to Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father's houſe, unto 
a land that I will ſhew thee. And I will make of thee 
a great nation, and I will bleſs thee, and make thy 
name great; and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing. And I will 
bleſs them that bleſs thee, and curſe him that curſeth 
thee : and in thee ſhall all families of the earth be 
blefſed.” 
Chapter 15th, 5th verſe. © And he, (the Lord), 
brought him forth abroad, and ſaid, Look now to- 
wards heaven, and tell the ſtars, if thou be able to 
number them; and he ſaid to him, - ſo ſhall thy ſeed 
be. And he believed in the Lord: and he counted it 
to him for righteouſneſs. 13th verſe. And he ſaid 
unto Abram, know of a ſurety that zby ſeed ſhall be 
a ſtranger in a land that is not theirs, and ſhall ſerve 
them, and they ſhall afflict them four hundred years, 
(meaning the Egyptian bondage). And alſo that na- 
tion whom they ſhall ſerve, will T judge : and after- 
wards they ſhall come out with great ſubſtance. 16th 
verſe. But in the fourth generation they ſhall come 
hither again : for the iniquity of the Amorites is not 
yet full. 

Chapter 17th, verſe zd. And Abram fell on 
his face : and God' talked with him, ſaying, As for 
me, behold my covenant is with thee ; and thou ſhalt 
be a father of many nations. And I will make thee 

| E 5 exceeding 
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- exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee 5 
and kings ſhall come out of thee. And I will eſta- 


bliſh my covenant between me and thee, and thy ſeed 


| after thee, in their generations, for an everlaſting 'cove- 


nant; to be a God unto thee, and to ye * _ 
thee.” 


Chapter yy I 0 verſe. Aba the Angel of of the 


tad called unto Abraham out of heaven, the ſecond 


time, and ſaid, By myſelf have I ſworn, faith the 
Lord, for becauſe thou haſt done this thing, and haſt 
not withheld thy ſon, thine only fon : that in bleſſing 
E will bleſs thee, and in multiplying I will multiply 
thy ſeed, as the ſtars of heaven, and as the ſand which 


is upon the nt and thy ſeed ſhall poſſeſs the 


gate of his enemies.” 
Exodus, chapter 19th, zd ver. * And Moſes went up 


| unto God, and the Lord called to him out of the moun- 
_ tain, ſaying, Thus ſhalt thou ſay to the Houſe of Ja- 


cob, and tell the children of Iſrael ; ye have ſeen what 
I did to the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagle's 
wings, and brought you to myſelf. Now, therefore, if 
ye will obey my voice, indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then ye ſhall be a peculiar treaſure unto me, above 
all people : for all the earth is mine. And ye ſhall 
be to me a kingdom of prieſts and an holy nation.” 
Deutromony, ch. 14th. © Ye are the children of 
the Lord your God: ye ſhall not cut yourſelves, nor 
make any baldneſs between your eyes for the dead. 
For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God, 
and the Lord hath en thee: to be a PROP people 


unto 


('29) 
unto himfell, above all the nations that are a the | 


eartn * 
1 1 Lie, ver. 16. For if Fu firſt fruit * 


holy, the lump is alſo holy: and if the root be holy, 
ſo are the branches. 28. As concerning the goſpel, 
they are enemies for your ſake: but as in the 
election, they are beloved for their fathers' ſakes.” 

For me to deny the truth of what is here aſſerted, 
and other things equally well authenticated by the 
Scripture, becauſe I am a priſoner ſubjected to inſult, 
and becauſe an empowered, prejudiced, uncivil, miſ- 
taken phyſician cannot believe or comprehend them, 
would amount to a crime, in the ſight of every honeſt 
man, no leſs flagrant than that of denying my Sa- 
viour, Religion and Revelation ; I can no more do it, 
although it. is the ſtipulated price to remove imputed 
lunacy, and ſet me free, than a heathen, who, though 
ignorant of the divine Being, is in every other reſpect 
very ſenſible, can deny that the ſun ſhines in the fir- 
mament, that woman his only ornament is beauti- 
ful, or that he himſelf walks erect. 

In this year of our Lord Chriſt, 1795, 3 
to the twelfth chapter of Daniel, will be revealed the 
long- recorded deſcendant of David, king of Iſrael, 
who, from the great power he will receive from Al- 
mighty God, will perform ſuch acts of grace, as will 
be no leſs the aſtoniſhment than admiration of the 
World; read the 72nd Pſalm and 8th verſe ; z it is 
this man that is alluded to, and not Solomon, as er- 
roneous commentators have aſſerted in their prefa- | 
tory note-at the head of the palm, whoſe dominion 
was circumſcribed to the narrow. boundaries of his fa- 

E 2  ther's 


Tn 


Gy 3 
ther's conqueſts; by Will be the greateſt character, as 
a man, that ever was, or will be, on earth : and j in 
this very remarkable year alſo, according to the 12th 
chapter of Daniel, the vifible Hebrew ſubjection to 
ws % terminates for ever. 


Fiſher Houſe, Thington, bd 
27ſt of the Ranch called July, 179 8. 


oy Copy of this was given to Dr. Simmons r the Earl 
of Chathan, on on the 2 3d. Jo 
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The ET of writing as I have, and ſtill a the 
elevated character that 1 do, which before long, the 
completion of the three years and a half mentioned in 
my ſecond book of Revealed KNOWL EDER, will 
be realized to the great joyof the poor Hebrews, though 
of alarm to an aſtoniſhed world, is God's, but truly: 
not mine. When firſt he commanded me, I pleaded 
a reaſon of exemption on profeffional account, and, 
like Moſes in the 4th chapter of Exodus, begged 


| earneſtly to decline the favour of governing in his 


ſervice : no excuſe would be admitted, he compelled; 
I muſt now go through, or die: with the ſame eaſe- 
of power he can compel the duty of obedience from 
a numerous congre gation, or the individual miniſter 
that preaches to it. The fate of Jonah is an ample. 
teſtimony that God has wiſdom to circumvent the 
cunning, and power to puniſh the diſobedient. 
Under ſuch Fircuniftances of divine compulſion, 
hard 


* ) 
nard is my condition at preſent: forced by thee, O 
Lord, to warn the world of thy approaching king- 
dom, but without effect; to write in thy name, for 
which I am uſed ill, without power to repel or thy 
protection to defend | 
Our LoxD CurisT, though called by Iſaiah the 
Wonderful Counſellor, was called by the- Jews a 
madman ; and in conſequence of that belief confined 
and put to death : the prophets were frequently called 
hars, and the apoſtles as frequently called fools ; each 
in their turn ſuffered, becauſe an ignorant world 
had not knowledge to properly comprehend what 
they ſaid. The Jews, who were the firſt in favour 
with God, are, with their once. ſplendid capital, re- 
maining figns of divine puniſhment for ingratitude.' 
Therefore all you that read my books beware of 
blaſphemy, it is the fin of death: for although God 
is long-ſuffering, he looks with a jealous angry eye 
on my ill uſage, and when he does begin, he will 
ſoon make an end. Fe 

In the latter end of November, 1792, I left Lon 
don one morning at eight o'clock, with an inten- 
tion to go to Briſtol, and from thence leave England 
for ever; with a firm reſolution alſo, never to have 
any thing to do with prophecying, or the character of 
- reſtoring the Hebrews to Jeruſalem, which God had 
ordered me to ſay I ſhould fulfil. I carried in my 
hand the rod, that, by his command, I had cut ſome 
months before; when I had travelled about ſixteen _ 
miles, I threw-it- from me with anger among ſome 
ruſhes and water which appeared at a ſmall diſtance, 
Be. not 


not © attending in the „at to: its exact direction or 
the ſpot it fell on, wiſhing at the ſame time, that 
without prejudice to my eyeſight, T might never be- 
hold it again. When gone to about twenty five or 
fix miles from town, on a ſudden, God by his pow- 
er ſtopped the action of every joint and limb, and 
turned me feelingly round with more eaſe than a 
ſtrong man would a young child; commanding me, 
at the ſame inſtant, to return and wait his proper 
time. On my way to town, as I came oppoſite to 
the ruſhes, without thinking of the rod, nor indeed 
did it ever once occur to me during the abſent inter- 
val of five hours, I was forcibly led into them by: 
the ſame feeling Omnipotent Spirit that turned me 
on the road, to the exact ſpot, and made take it up. 
I then continued my way for town, where I arrived 
at a little more than half paſt ten, ſomewhat fa- 
tigued, I own ; but not ſo much as might reaſonably 
be expected, conſidering I: had walked from and 
back to Hyde-park corner above fifty miles; and 
during the whole time had gaten but one - penny- 
worth of bread, and drank 0: one 5 of ſmall 
beer. it | 
My Paares in 1794, 1 my . in 
| 1795, are well known to every body; the event will 
4 prove, to a demonſtration, that I am the recorded 
meſſenger of the living God. It is an eaſy taſk to 
| write for an immediate hire, or the moſt diſtant ob- 
| ject of political preferment, to abuſe any man; but 
. where are the books wrote through the Spirit of God, 
like the Bible, in oppoſition to n: ine? They ſtand,: 
and 


* 
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and can never fall; God is their author, and man 


cannot refute them. I may be perſecuted, but God 
will raiſe up freſh witneſſes; I may be confined, but 


he will take care that his judgments ſhall not. 


Therefore be warned, O England ! for the decreed 


_ proclamation is to be ifſued, the Armageddon, allud- 


ed to in my ſecond book, is to be filled, and God 
himſelf from heaven, in his appointed ſeaſon, gives 


the mighty blow. His words, in the ſixteenth chap- 


ter of the Revelation, are, Behold I come as a thief.” 


Which means, that when his judgment approaches 


to deſtroy, it will be like a thief to ſteal, at an hour 
when leaſt expected. 


—— ́⁵ ü ———oomornpe— 


The Prophecies of JEREMIAH, with his admoni- 
tion to the Jews and the treatment he received from 
them, bear ſo intimate a reſemblance to my own, 
that the Loxy Gor, whoſe ſervant I am, commands 
me to refer all people of the preſent day to his pro- 
miſes then, and be warned by them; for he is capa- 
ble when provoked, when his divine Spirit is blaſ— 


phemed, or his meſſengers treated ill, to break the moſt 


ſolemn promiſe, and reverſe the good he intended. 


Chap. FF Thou therefore gird up thy 
* loins, and ariſe, and ſpeak | to them all that I com- 
mand thee : be not diſmayed at their Faces, leſt 1 


4. © confound thee: before them.” 


Ver. 18. For behold, I have SOIT oh thee” this 


1 


Is 


« dah, 


' 


4 day - defenced city, intron pillar, and brazen walls 
4 againſt the Whole land; againſt the kings of Ju- 
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( 34 ) 
te dah; againſt the princes' thereof, and againſt the 
* prieſts thereof, and againſt the people of the 
land.“ 
Ver. 19. And they ſhall fight againſt tes; bot 
* they ſhall not prevail againſt thee; for I am with 
«© thee, faith the Lord, to deliver thee.” | 

What would an idolater ſay of this teſtimony on 
record from God, when he ſaw in the õth verſe of 
the 38th chapter that the Jewiſh government ſo far 
from believing JeREMIAn to be a prophet, arreſted 
him as a traitor, on a pretended: charge of falling 
away to the Chaldeans, prevailed againft him in every 
reſpect, though ſanctified from the womb, and im- 
priſoned him in a filthy dungeon, where he ſunk al- 
moſt down to the arms in mire? 

Would he not very naturally have exclaimed · in 
contempt of divine power, Where is the defenced city 
now? Where is the iron pillar and the brazen walls? 
Would he not have gone farther, and ſaid, The God 
of Iſrael is regardleſs of his promiſe, he is not able 
to ſave his meſſenger? Or like the Jews themſelves, 
who ſaid to him in the 43d chap. © Thou ſpeakeſt: 


falſely 2” 


Certainly an idolater might ſay ſo, from the writ- 
ten evidence of the ſcripture ; and yet no man at this 


day profeſſing chriſtianity doubts in the leaſt, for 


really, he need not, that Jeremiah was a beloved pro- 
phet, and a great one alſo : but notwithſtanding, it 
cannot be denied, that in the prophecy of this worthy 
man, Who was entirely guided by the Almighty, there 


are not ſome. apparent irreconcileable objections by 
| the | 
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» . 
the 38th chapter palpably contradicting the three laſt 
verſes of the firſt: Thete are undoubtedly, I ac- 
knowledge it for one ; and yet every word he ſpoke, 
either to his own people, or to foreigners, whether 


by Revelation, or the Holy Ghoſt, proceeded imme- 


1 from God himſelf. 

The reaſon is, God who has the direction and ful- 
filment of all events at his ſovereign will, thought 
proper by Jeremiah then, as he does now by me, to 
break his promiſe, and ſeemingly to draw back his 
powerſul arm for a little time, that he may be juſti- 
fied to all future ages in pouring out his judgments on 
a people that reviled his Spirit a as falſe, and impriſon- 
ed his prophet as a liar. 

Therefore the violation of promiſe on the part of 
God, to introduce the more imperceptibly the conſe- 
| quences of his decrees, can be no juſt charge n 
the prophet, or imputation on his veracity. 

1 know it will be oppoſed to me, that 3 is an 
impoiibility for the word of, God in any reſpect to 
change: What he ſays muſt. come to paſs, and exactly 
at the time appointed. Certainly the truth of his 
word ought in no wiſe to be queſtioned, eſpecially 
when undoubted facts are produced of its authenti- 
city; but that he has, and does ſtill alter the time of 


his promiſe, and change materially the firſt deſign of 


his word, the teſtimony of ſcripture will ſufficiently 


prove for the paſt, that of N ſpiritual man for 
the preſent. N 
Thoſe changes, 5 are never made except 


whe his word i is rejected, his Spirit blaſphemed as 
F falſe, 
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( 35 ) 
falſe, and himſelf inſulted in the perſon of his meſ- 
ſenger : then, and not until. then, is his divine word 
changed, the promiſed time for and how to fulfil it 
is altered by advancing or protracting, as he pleaſes to 
lay it for ſtumbling- blocks, that when his enemies 
fall on them in the hour of darkneſs, they may be 
delivered over, like Jeruſalem that was to be level- 
led with the ground, and like the unbelieving Fews 
that were to be deſtroyed by famin eand war. 


Wy 


A COPY OF THE LETTER SENT 


TO THE KING OF GREAT-BRITAIN. 


Commanded by the Lord God, whoſe ſervant 1 
am, I write and inform.the King, that the thunder 
of the Ath of this preſent month called Juxz, was 
the voice of the angel, mentioned by St. John in the 
14th chapter and 6th verſe of the Revelation, an- 
nouncing the judgment of God. | 
Ver. 6. © And I faw another angel fly in the maid 
of Heaven, having the Everlaſting Goſpel to preach 
to them that dwell on the earth, and 'to every na- 
tion, and tongue, and kindred, and people. 

Ver. 7. « Saying with a /oud voice (meaning the 
thunder) Fear God, and give glory to him, for the 
hour (meaning the year) of his judgment is come: 
and worſhip him that made heaven ans earth, and 
the ſea, and the fountains of waters. 3 


„ 
L. ne 


Eu | 
For which I earneſtly recommend it to the King, 
Mr, Pitt, and the Chancellor, to ſend for John 
Wright and William Bryan, the two particular wit- 
neſſes of the many which God has commanded and 
compelled to teſtify of me; they will ſtill declare 
me to be the Real Character promiſed in the Scrip- 
tures, for the Reſtoration of the Jews in the Laſt 
Days, and that all J have and do write is a 
from Gop himſelf. 

As ſuch, I earneſtly requeſt the King to ſeriouſly 
conſider, whether Gop can in juſtice to his ſolemn 
word, and the dignity of the character he has com- 
manded me to aſſume, paſs over my confinement 
with impunity to any concerned in it. | 

The letter I wrote to the Chancellor on the 26th 
of laſt month, and the one I wrote to Mr. Pitt on 
the 5th of this, I requeſt the King. to read alſo or 
"his farther information. 
ls am, with great reſpect and eur, 

Your fincere well-wiſher and friend, 
RICHARD BROTHERS. 


IsLING TON, 
| 9th. of the month called 


IP I795. 
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COPY OF A LETTER SENT To- 


Tur CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER. 


 Purcnitted now, and not until now, by the LorD 
MY Go, whoſe ſervant I am, whoſe bleſſed Spirit 1 
acknowledge, and whoſe revelation I believe, whom I 
profeſs to honour and obey, though ridiculed and con- 
ſtantly inſulted for it, to ſend you the following i in- 
formation, that, as an honeſt man, and now your 
friend, I may ſtand acquitted to the world when the 
approaching cloudy and dark day is come: therefore, 
endeavour, I beſeech you, before it is entirely too 
late, to embrace all the advantage ſuch ſuperior in- 
formation freely offers, and which alone ſuch Mente 
information can only give. 

The very loud thunder that was heard on Thurſ- 
* night the 13th inſt. was the voice of the angel 
mentioned in the 10th chapter of the Revelation to 
St. John, announcing from Heaven the End * of time. 

Verſes 5. and 6. „And the angel which I ſaw 
ſtand. upon the ſea and upon the earth, lifted his hand 
up to heaven, and ſware by him that lives for ever 
and ever, who created heaven and the things therein, 
and the earth, and the things that are therein, and 
the ſea, and the things which are therein, that there 
ſhould be time no longer. 7. But in the days of the 
voice of the ſeventh angel, when he ſhall begin to 


It is the end of human government in its preſent form, which will 
terminate at the commencement of the Reign of Chriſt on earth, uſually 
called his kingdom and the millennium, that 1s now meant by announcing 
the ſpeedy fulfilment of this chapter; but not the entire deſtruction of 
man, or diflolution, of the world. Read the 7th verſe of this chapter, and 
the 15th of the 11th, for both aredirected to the ſame meaning. 


A 

ſound, the myſtery of God ſhould be finiſhed, as s he _ 
declared to his ſervants the prophets.” 1 

Time no longer.” It means no longer in its 
preſent form than this year; but not the inſtant of 
declaring it, as the ſeventh verſe points to a later.— 
This alſo correſponds with the 7th verſe of the 12th 
chapter of Daniel: a further elucidation of that 
chapter, to what is already in my ſecond book of 
Revealed Knowledge, and which, with this, 1 ear- 
muy recommend to your ſerious peruſal. | 

The violent flaſhes of lightning which iſſued during 
the thunder, ſometimes clear and bright as the ſun, at 
others reſembling the colours of the rainbow, and 
again at other times fiery like the burning flame, pro- 
ceded from the three diſtinctions of glory that ſur- 
roumqded the angel. 
ver. © And I ſaw another mighty angel come 

own from heaven clothed with a cloud, the 

«ole firmament ſeemed to be but one entire dark 
c/oud) and a rainbow was upon his head, and his 
iace was as it were the ſun, and his feet as pillars 
of fire. 
2d ver. And he had in his hand a little book 
open; and he ſet his right foot upon the ſea, and 
his left foot upon the earth, and cried with a loud 


** voice, as when a lion roareth; and when. he had 
cried ſeven thunders uttered their voices.” 
I am with great reſpect and eſteem, 


Pour fincere well wither, 


RICHARD BROTHERS. 
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To WILLIAM PITT, PRIME / MINISTER. And 
*CHANCELLOR OP THE EXCHEQUER- TO THE KING 
, OF. ENGLAND, | 


* Notwithſtanding all the inſults I have received, a 
Ws induſtry that has been uſed to affix the i imputation 
; .of lunacy on me, and to render void the revealed word 
of God, I ſend you the following information, that 
you may ſeriouſly weigh it in your mind : conſult the 
enlightened, and meditate on the parts of Scripture I 
refer to: for as I am the very intended character I pro- 
feſled in the Council- room on the fifth of March laſt, 
and as I have acknowledged you, with ſeveral other 
perſons in this country, to be of the Hebrews, my 
wiſhes are, that when I am revealed,you, as a branch of 
my family, may perceive before too late, and with chem 
i in the ſplendour of my renow n. 

In this year of our Lord Chriſt, 1795, g to 
e twelfth chapter of Daniel, will be revealed the 
long promiſed Prince of the Jews, who from the great 

power he will receive from Almighty God, will do 
ſuch beneficent acts of grace, as will make him no leſs 
the aſtoniſhment than - admiration of the world: he 
will be the greateſt character, as a man, that ever was 
or ever will be on earth; it is this perſon that King 
David, under the influence of the Holy Ghoſt, de- 
ſcribes fo minutely and extols ſo much in his laſt 
prayer, the ſeventy-ſecond pſalm. 
And well an aged monarch, looking into the womb 
of future ages to ſee his own revival, may be allowed 
to ſpeak feelingly, 1 in knowing that God would, though 
long 


1 4 1 
long the interval, give him a ſon that ſhould not only 
raiſe up his fallen throne, build with unexampled gran- 
deur the beloved city, and deliver his oppreſſed people 
for ever, but alſo have dominion from ſea to ſea, and 
from the river Jordan to the ends of the earth. 

Pſalm the 72. Give the King thy judgments, 0 
10 God, and thy righteouſneſs to the King's ſon. 

2. © He ſhall judge thy people with righteouſneſs, 
* and thy poor with judgment. 

7. © In his days ſhall the righteous flouriſh; and 
* abundance of peace ſo long as the moon endureth. 

8. « He ſhall have dominion alſo from ſea to ſea, 
« and from the river to the ends of the earth. 15 
9. © They that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow 
* before him: and his enemies ſhall lick the duſt. 

10. The Kings of Tarſhiſh and of the Iſles ſhall 
e bring preſents : the Kings of Sheba and Sebe ſhall 
«« offer gifts. 

1 1, Yo all kings ſhall fall down before him: all 
nations ſhall ſerve him. 

15. And he ſhall live, and to him ſhall be given 
«© of the gold of Sheba ; prayer alſo ſhall be made for 
* him continually, and daily ſhall he be praiſed. | 
18. „ Bleſſed be the Lord God, the God of Iſrael, 
& who only doth wonderful things.” 

Read diligently the whole Pſalm through, but no- 
tice particularly the eighth verſe ; then recollect from 
the accounts of ſcripture, that Solomon's government 
at no period of his reign extended beyond the boun- 
dary line of his father's conqueſt: it is therefore evi- 
| dent to the Walen of 4 moment's reflection that ſome 
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meant. ' Commentators however, but they have not 


| the Spirit of God, aſſert very different, ſome applying 


it to our Lord, others, equally in contradiction, to 
David's immediate ſucceſſor. 

This man, the deſigned reſtorer of the Jews, e 
honoured by the Almighty more than any ever before 
with the teſtimonyofregular witneſſes to corroborate his 
own, and announce him to the world the real character 
he profeſſed, could not obtain ſufficient belief to pro- 
tect his perſon from confinement until the firſt of June 
laſt, the conſiderably more early time for him to be 
revealed than the records of the ſcripture mentioned : 
but on the contrary, ſo far from thinking him a pro- 
phet, or even a man under any divine influence, that 
he was arreſted as a traitor, and in three weeks after, 
without admitting the neceſſary evidence in his favour, 
ſurreptitiouſly condemned as a lunatic. 


For which rejection of divine mercy by ſuch raſh 


inconſiderate uſage, the great benefit that all nations 


and fafety that all governments would derive from -his 
revelation at that early period, is put off to a later by 
ſeveral months, that the recorded judgments of God 
mentioned in his ſecond book of Revealed Knowledge, 
according to the prophecies of Daniel, Haggai and St. 
John, may take their regular courſe and be fulfilled. 
I am ſorry the members of government, becauſe 
from what I ſaw of that part compoſing the privy- 
council, their perſonal behaviour being polite and ho- 
norable, ſhould be prevailed on by the infinuations of 
prejudiced men to do;what will moſt aſſuredly be the 
means of provoking in fury the judgment of deſolation; 
for 


( 48 ) 
for ĩt muſt be allowed as a point conſiſtent with even 
human juftice to ſuppoſe, that if I am the recorded 
meſſenger of God, and the deſigned character I fay, 
no injury, or even inſult offered to my perſon will 
be permitted by him to paſs away entirely without in- | 
flicting ſome very ſenſible puniſhment in return. I | 
confeſs I am under great apprehenſions for the con- 
ſequences that will reſult, and for which, could I per- 
ſuade them in the leaſt to believe, I would moſt ear- 
neſtly recommend an immediate endeavour to remedy 
the evil and repair the fatal breach ſo unthinkingly 
made: for without my counſel and friendſhip, and cer- 
tainly the way to obtain either is not by a continua- 
tion of impriſonment and inſult, death will take place 
on thouſands; London falls, and the Britiſh empire 
ſinks, never---never to riſe any more. , 

The following are the parts of the Revelation I am 
commanded to mention to be fulfilled this year, 
comprehending from ſune 1795 to June 1796, 
figuratively expreſſed by St. John undgr the denomi- 
nation of Hour the other parts announced already, 
are too numerous to be inſerted. 

The year of judgment was announced from heaven 
in loud thunder on the fourth of June laſt, according 
to the ſixth and ſeventh verſes of the fourteenth 
chapter. On the #/#h, the fall of Babylon, accord- 
ing to the eighth verſe: and on the /ixth, a prohibi- | 
tion of idolatrous worſhip, with the puniſhment of 
perpetual burning for diſobedience, according to the 
ninth, tenth, and eleventh verſes. On the zwelfth of 
Auguſt, the fourth angel was announced for pouring 
G out 
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out his vial on the ſun, giving him power to ſcorch 
men with fire; and on the thirteenth, the fifth angel 
for pouring out his vial, according to the fixteenth 
chapter. On the fifteenth of October, was announc- 
ed the revival and departure of the two witneſſes of 
Chriſt, according to the eleventh, twelfth and thir- 
teenth verſes of the eleventh chapter. The /xth and 
ſeventh ſeals, mentioned by St. John in the ſixth and 
eighth chapters, are opened, and in this year the con- 
ſequences annexed to the former will be feelingly 
known. 

I I withyou well, and be aſſured it would grieve me 
to ſee either a hair of your head hurt, or a ſhilling 
of your forune loſt ; but if you are determined to op- 
pole belief by ſanctioning the injuſtice of my confine- 
ment, the judgmentofan offended Creator will fallfrom 
heaven with double weight. I give the warning, and 
am therefore clear ; though I know, notwithſtanding, 
that God permits an impropriety of treatment to me; 
but it is that Imay be cured of my predilection in favour 
of this place, and likewiſe of all compaſſionate mo- 
tives to hereafter befriend a falling people. 
The odium of inſanity, falſehood, and im- 
poſture, ſo induſtriouſly affirmed of me now, 
affects my feelings much leſs than the juſt reproaches 
of puſillanimity would from you and many others 
hereafter, if I did not do my duty, as well by inform- 
ing you of the approaching danger, as alſo by proper 
advice to avert it: therefore again, while I am at li- 
berty to do ſo, I freely offer you my counſel ; for with- 


out it is implicitly followed, no mortal man that has 
| | dlaſ- 


. 
blaſphemed God by raiſing his hand, power or voice 
againſt me, under the name and character of his 
anointed, can ſurvive the ſhort time of twelve months 


from the fourth of June laſt, the memorable day of 


declaring this year to be the hour of judgment. Within 
that period you fall ; and within that period this great 
city, now the glory of the world, like Babylon of old, 
will, in part, be daſhed to an heap of rubbiſh by an 
earthquake. 
When I conſider of yourſelf and the chancellor, 
with the others members of government, I obſerved 
in your council liberality and politeneſs : when I re- 
flect on the abilities of the whole collectively, but on 
your own in particular, that can ſway with a pro- 


fuſion of eloquence a great national ſenate, I am ex- - 


ceedingly at a loſs to account for the preſent abſence of 
a miniſter ſo publicly favoured, and ſo rarely accom- 
pliſhed by nature. Certainly the divine Being took 
you by the hand at an early age, and rapidly led you 
high up to an eminence of power, that, with reſpect- 
ing him, might be made a continual ſource of honour 
and happineſs : you are of the Hebrews, and there- 
fore the partiality of family diſtinction, eſpecially at 
this time of the world, is the leſs to be wondered at : 
but I had no ſooner warned you of evils in his name, 
which, by doing ſo, plainly indicated his intention not 
to fulfil, than you, forgetting the neceſſity of being al- 
ways ſupported by your father's benefactor, grew 
angry, and countenanced the impriſonment of his ſer- 
vant.—He is now diſpleaſed in conſequence of it 
I do affure you, and be it known to the whole 
G 2 world, 
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( 46 ) 
world, that I never wanted any power, favour 'or 
diſtinction, no more than I wanted to diſturb the go- 
vernment, or injure any individual; my character 
and conduct are unimpeachable, they*ſtand approved 
and admired to verify all this : therefore, undoubted- 
ly, I neither could be then at liberty, nor am I now 
in confinement, an object of treaſon, ſuſpicion, or 
even fear. To ſhew the rectitude of my heart by 
the propriety and independence of my actions, I de- 
clined the acceptance of all invitations abroad to 
company, with as much ſcrupulous exactneſs, as I did 
many generous offers of pecuniary aid at home, To 
be juſtified for obedience in the fight of God, I wrote 
all that he delivered to me with candour, and treated 
all people that ſaw me with civility : I was then but a 
WITNESSED SERVANT, and very weak in power, 
though SPIRITUAL ; I ſhall foon be A REvEALED 
PRINCE, and very STRONG in POWER, n TEM- 5 
PORAL: - 
Although I make no apology for the word of God, 
in any. ſenſe or reſpect, it is not, however, improper 
to remove a miſconception entertained of its mean- 
ing; for the wiſh is to fave, not to deſtroy. Some 
things, in my ſecond book, may feel harth, and even 
perſonally diſreſpectful; but they carry no more in 
reality ſuch meaning or intention, than the meſſage of 
God, by Iſaiah the prophet, to his cauſin the pious 
and worthy king HRZ KIA n. * Set thy houſe in or- 
der, for thou muſt die and not live,” Such a meſſage, 
in the preſent day, would be called abrupt, inſolenr, 
inſane or treaſonable ; but if ſuch a meſſage had not 
| | | been 
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RW I 
beeg ſent, and ſuch an inſtance of divine mercy ſhewn, 
for the latter could not have taken place without the 
priority of the former; how ſhould we know it at this 

time, as a leflon of inſtruction to believe and admire 
the mercy of Providence by? What 1 ſaid of Mr. Hal- 
hed, relative to his being governor of India, or pre- 
ſident of the Board of Controul, if he pleaſed, are 
ſecondary things to my on manifeſtation: they would 
be freely offered then to the character mentioned in 
the eleventh verſe of the ſeventy- ſecond pſalm; and 
by none, I hope, more readily than yourſelf, It will 
be as eaſy for me to obtain either or both of theſe 
appointments, when revealed, as it was then to make 
e promiſe, which I now repeat. 
have now done my duty a ſecond time, in laying 
before you, for public information, the judgments of 
God, as they ſtand recorded in ſacred writ. At a time, 
when I did not even think of fulfilling ſuch a character 
as I now ſhall, I took an occaſion to applaud your juſt 
oppoſition in parliament to the immoral tendency of 
multiplying oaths ; on which account I am led to 
with the ſame ſhare of good ſenſe may again be reviv- 
ed, to treat this and my other writings with that de- 
ference of regard due to their witneſſed veracity and 
divine origin : for indeed they are not from me, but 
GOD ; at preſent, I am no more than his paſſive 
meſſenger, to announce the ſpeedy reſtoration of his 
ancient people, and the fulfilment of what has been 
already declared by his ſervants, the prophets. When 
my CHARACTER is ALTERED, it will be to coMetr, 
no longer to warn; to ENFORCE, not to remonſtrate. 


GOD, 


— 


N * p i . * 
| 6 14 1 * \ p 
' . «y 'S.. "i ; „ 
| A @# wb + Þ SS 5 $448 
. - 
' - , 
7 4 1 _ . . 


people herea 


"IE . + 


13 number of witneſſes, to teſtify of me, that in 


you believed, he might ſhew mercy accordingly ;"*but 
that if you 12 not, he might be juſtified, to all * 
er for the conſequences.. 

On the 29th of September laſt I was informed, 

that under the character I exprefſed myſelf to be de- 
ſigned for, I ſhould not go from this houſe of confine- 


ment, until God delivered me by his power ! It is 
mentioned in the Scripture, that God has often been 


tempted, but never with impunity to them that did 


it: Rabſheka made uſe of ſimilar language, when he 
had ſhut up a king of Judah within the narrow walls 
of his city ; but that monarch, like myſelf, truſted 
in the living God for deliverance : he was not deceiv- 
ed: the conſequence was dreadful. I leave your own 
good ſenſe to comprehend the application ; and, at 
the ſame time, expreſs my belief that you are inno- 
cent of DIY ſuch a delivery of language : and 


as ſuch, 
ll am ſtill your friend, 
4 and well-wiſher, _, 
RICHARD BROTHERS. 
10 EE 580 tons 


FisHER-Houst IsLINGTON, 


October the 20th, 1795. | 
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